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moults before pupation. U"o cocoon is spun by the larva, and
the pupa is free. Winter is frequently passed MI the larval
state.

Checks on these insects are of the usual order : insectivorous
animals and parasites. Their economic importance is very
slight. Sialids form part of the food of fishes. JRayhidiidce
have been introduced into Australia in the hope of checking
the codling moth, but it is doulbtful whether they ever occur
naturally in sufficient abundance to do real good.

References: Coll. Zool. Selys. V, 1910, Van der Weele
(Sialidse); Genera Insectorwm, Fasc. 154, 1914, Petersen
(Raphidiidae).

There are six British species, two of flialis, and four of
Eaphidia. Descriptions of these are to be found in Mac-
Lachlan's Monograph, Trans. Ent. Soc., London, 1868.

Alder-flies.
Head square with fairly long antennae ; prothorax large ;
wings sloped over the body.
The distribution of this family is mainly temperate, but a,
number are found in the tropics.
They are heavy insects of dull coloration (Plate II, Fig. 6),
slow on the wing and generally sluggish in habits. The body
is somewhat massive in build with a large head and fairly long
antennae. The wings, which are generally smoky, have
venation similar to that of the Newoptera. When at rest
they are sloped roof-like over the body. These insects are to
be found almost entirely in the vicinity of water.
The head is large and square, with or without ocelli, but
compound eyes are always present. Mandibles are of the
biting type, toothed internally as a rule. They may be
enormously developed as in the male Covydalis. The prothorax
is large and sq_uare. Wings are almost equal in size, hyaline
or smoky and net-veined. Walking legs are present, The
larva (Plate II, Tig. 7) resembles a Carabid larva to a certain
extent, the head and thoracic segments being strongly
chitinized, while the abdomen is soft. Biting mouth-parts,